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“Captivating! . . . An edpe-of-your-seat
historical thriller that | couldn't put down.”
SHELBY VAN PELT, author of Refaarkably Bright Creatures
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Avout the Book

the big city, a medical student who suspects a
girl may have a fatal disease, and the railway

men, devoted to the train, to the company and
to each other.

Based on an 1895 disaster that went down in
history when it was captured in a series of
surreal, extraordinary photographs, The Paris
Express is a thrilling ride and a literary
masterpiece that captures the politics, fears
and chaos of the end of the nineteenth
century.




Discussion Questions

ontparnasse Train Crash before readir
book? How did that knowledge of the book’s
ending affect your reading experience? For
those who did not know about the train crash,
were you able to predict at any point how the
story would end?

4. One of the most interesting aspects of this
book is the wide range of characters whose
lives we get a peek into. Which of these
characters did you love or resonate with the
most and why?




Discussion Quegtions
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think tipped her over the edge and mfluenced
the choice she made?

8. The train ends up being one of the most
fascinating characters in the book. What did
you think about her (and her desire to be
famous)?




Discussion Questions

his.torical reearc. What did you learn
reading this book that surprised or amazed
you?
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Emma Donoghue is the author of sixteen
novels, including the award-winning national
bestseller Room, the basis for the acclaimed
film of the same name. Her latest novel is The
Paris Express. She has also written the
screenplays for Room and The Wonder and
nine stage plays. Her next film (adapted with
Philippa Lowthorpe from Helen Macdonald’s
memoir) is H Is for Hawk. Born in Dublin, she
lives in Ontario with her family. Find out more
at EmmaDonoghue.com.



What People Are Saying

“A tension-filled panorama of fin-de-siécle French society.”
—Alida Becker, The New York Times

"A nail-biter - and you'll learn some history, too."
—PEOPLE Magazine

"Deliciously tense...a heart-pounding ride."
—Real Simple

“Titanic superfans will fall hard for this historically
immersive story of glamour, hubris, chaos, and
heartache.”

—QOprah Daily, most anticipated books of 2025

“Captivating! Emma Donoghue writes in rich, luxuriant detail,
yet the story moves at an exhilarating clip. THE PARIS
EXPRESS brings big questions about human
interconnectedness into an edge-of-your-seat historical thriller
that | couldn’t put down.”

—Shelby Van Pelt, author of REMARKABLY BRIGHT
CREATURES




